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President’s Report
Highlights of
President’s
Report
 AGM 2019

 Trace Pen

Editor’s Note: As I sit here and look at the June Calendar, it is hard to
believe that we have been through winter—spring—winter—springish and finally looking like summer may be a reality this year. Recent
events, in my household, have prevented me from providing this
Newsletter to you sooner and for that I humbly apologize. This newsletter is a blend of the last kick at winter and heading towards our
early summer, so please enjoy.
There was a commitment made for 3 Newsletters this year and I aim
to fulfill that commitment. The next newsletter deadline will be July
15th so please gather your news and send it our way.
Thank you for your understanding and happy reading.
Rosemary
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Hello everyone,
Our AGM and Crime Symposium went very well considering
the snowfall warning and temperature drop that was forecasted. We had close to 135 registered members with about
120 members being able to make their way to the event.
Thanks you to all that made the attempt to attend, and hopefully we will see everyone at the 2020 event in Grande Prairie
next year.
Next Newsletter
Deadline is July
15, 2019

Your Association has been busy with projects in partnership
with the RCMP and ACOPA. The Trace Pen announcement in
Calgary February 5 and the March 2 Fraud Awareness Month
kickoff in Edmonton and Calgary has kept your board very
busy.
As we go forward with the rest of the year, we will continue
to work together with ACOPA and the RCMP, as well as any
other groups that have similar missions, on projects that benefit all Albertans.
Lets’ hope for an early spring, as we make up for the frigid
weather this past February.
Cor De wit
President
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APRCWA Participates in Fraud Prevention
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The APRCWA
joined

with

other like minded Agencies in the kick off of Fraud Prevention Month
events being held at West Edmonton Mall, in Edmonton, and Cross Iron
Mills Mall at Balzac. Both events were well attended and thanks to
President Cor De Wit, Treasurer Verna Hart and Zone 1 Director
Dean Hart for participating in these events.
Fraud take on many facets and one needs to be ever vigilant with

their personal information, review of emails, phone calls, etc. for
sophisticated Scams, Phishing attempts, and deals that sound too good to
be true.
With the advancement of technology for our daily use, both for
communication and financial transactions, the opportunity for “on Line” scams has also increased. Recently there have been
emails sent out where a “rebate or refund” is being offerd through an e-transfer. It looks legitimate in that is has all the look
and feel of an e-transfer and request that you to click to deposit the funds into your account. What is happening, in the
background is the scammers are collecting your banking information; if you are not expecting money via email transfer, don’t
click on anything. If in doubt, phone the person you are expecting the money from and have a chat on whether this has been
sent. This is just one of the scams that is going around. Kijiji, Cryptocurrency, and mortgage fraud communications are also
circulating.
Romance Scams, Grandparent Scams and CRA phone scams are still circulating. Romance Scams involve, usually a single
Senior that meets a cpmpanion and gets convinced to transfer monies over to the person; once the individual has the money,
they take off. Grandparent scams involves a call from someone posing as the grandchild that is in trouble and needs money
to get out of jail or pay off a debt. Monies are requested to be either wired or e-transferred to the “grandchild. CRA phone
scams include the threatening phone calls to pay a CRA debt or be arrested, and have various versions. In all of these, be
wary, get more information from family and never wire money to someone without discussing with family, or pay a CRA debt
with gift cards, or other requested means.
In the Rural areas, there are reports of scammers being involved in asphalt scams where someone comes and claims they
have left over asphalt from a construction job and will sell it at a reduced price, renovation scams and yard cleaning scams, to

name a few. Sometimes these individuals pose as Professionals to be able to scope out property, so be watchful as they
leave your property as well. Take time to get vehicle descriptions, license plate numbers, vehicle sign details, if any, and
description of the person(s). Do not be afraid to report any suspicious activity to Police.
IMPORTANCE OF REPORTING; If you feel you are a victim of Fraud, in whatever format, it is important to Report it to Police.
Do not be embarrassed or feel being a victim of fraud is not a “real crime”. By reporting fraudulent activity, authorities can
gather evidence in order to stop fraudsters and better protect the public and businesses.
Here is the link to the Canadian Anti-Fraud Centre. It has a lot of good information on Scams, how to report and other
information.

Canadian Anti Fraud Centre—http://www.antifraudcentre-centreantifraude.ca/index-eng.htm

(should the link not work, please copy address in your browser )
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Crime Prevention When Travelling—a few ideas.
Travelling and Crime Prevention —February—August are high volume travel months for Canada. Given the recent temperatures
in February, it is not hard to see why!!! My family and I recently went out of Canada on a Family Vacation and had a wonderful
time. This was our second trip out of Country, with the family, but this one took on a different meaning with regards to Crime
Prevention and being safe when travelling.
Passports: did you know that most Passports have a “chip in them” that contains the same information as printed on page 2 of
your passport book? The back page of the passport cautions the owner “to protect this document as you would any other portable electronic device and take precautions to ensure it does not become wet, folded or damaged” This chip can be read when it is
within 10 cm of a e-passport reader, such as used at Border Crossings and Airport Customs. This is why they ask you to take it
out of the cover. Protect this document as you would anything else that has a “Chip” .
Social Media—while we have heard it before, do not post your vacation location and pictures on Social Media, while you are
away, a person can still see these posts on a routine basis. Burglars love this type of information as they know when you are
away. Even if you have someone checking on your place, they know to watch for the times that a property is checked on and
determine the best time to pay a “visit”.
Make your home looked lived in—it goes without saying that when you are away, have your home looked “lived in”. Do a bit of
maintenance before leaving and replace any burnt out lights, repair the loose lock etc. If your house sitter is not able to shovel
snow, if in winter, consider hiring a service to keep the place looked active and maintained. Burglars are quick to know when a
property is vacant and watch for small signs of change. Timers on lights are good, but consider asking your house sitter to change
the timers a couple of times while you are away. Consider putting one on the TV or a radio as well; helps to add that feeling of
being occupied.
Checked Baggage—We have small locks that we use on our luggage to prevent the zippers from opening and to slow down anyone who may wish to “ check out the luggage contents” as it is being loaded in the plane. You can find You Tube videos of this
activity. One practice I found interesting, at an International Airport, was any checked baggage that did not have the zippers secured, the baggage clerks would put zip ties through the zippers before loading them on the conveyor belt to go to the Plane.
Crime Prevention Tip; secure the Zippers on your checked baggage to prevent the contents from spilling out or someone helping
themselves to your valuables inside. And.. Remember to take two keys for the locks and with separate people if possible.
At your location: be it in a Hotel, Motel, RV, or other accommodation, find a secure place to store your valuables. Some Resort
Hotels have Safety Deposit Boxes in the rooms (that was one of the criteria when we were choosing where to stay). Use this to
store valuables, jewelry, extra cash, passports when not out and about, etc. If there is no Safety Deposit Box, then use your locks
on your luggage to secure valuables. It is rare that your full suitcase will go missing and it would be noticeable if it did. If in a RV,
safes can be purchased and stuffed in an inconspicuous place. Great to store extra cash, wallets, etc. when out and about the
campsite. And of course, always make sure your room/RV are locked up if you cannot maintain a line of sight. :)

170 × 168

APRCWA Partner Reports
R.C.M.P Report
Submitted Sgt. Martin Girard.
Both the RCMP and the Alberta Provincial Rural
Crime Watch Association
has demonstrated strong commitment to communication and collaboration over the past
year. We re-affirmed our commitment to work together towards a shared goal of creating
safe and secure communities throughout Alberta. I know this partnership will only grow
stronger as we implement new initiatives that will increase the level of collaboration and
information sharing in the next few months.
In rural communities throughout this province, local rural crime watch associations have
been a great resources for the RCMP. Just as important, however, is your role as
community leaders. Local crime watch associations throughout this province are often
the glue that reinforces the bond between neighbors, business and local RCMP
detachments. Organizations like yours only enhance our ability to provide the very
best police service of Albertans.
Thank you
Sgt. Martin Girard

Farmers ‘Advocate Office
Janet Patriquin– Assistant Farmers’ Advocate
Assistance Farmers’ Advocate Janet Patriquin was on hand, at
the 2019 APRCWA AGM to speak to the delegates and award
the Annual Farmers’ Advocate Award. In her address she
mentioned this Award, which ispresented to a RCW
Association that shows that they have done a special project
or an indicative that promotes, helps or prevents crime in the
rural area.
Award is now known as the “John Fuga Award” because of the
dedication he showed to promoting Rural Crime Watch. John
passed away in 2014 and was a staunch supporter of Rural
Crime Watch and the Wise Owl Program.
A record number of applications were received this year from
associations across the province.
The winner of this year’s award is Olds Rural Crime Watch.
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APRCWA Board Updates
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Website Update—Dean Hart– Chair
Submitted by Dean Hart
The website has seen numerous changes over the past year. Among some of the most notable have been the power
point presentations for APRCWA promotion and Wise Owl Fraud Prevention. The APRCWA power point is available for
members to download and use to help with crime prevention efforts in your communities. In the members section there is a
new crime mapping map supplied to us by the RCMP. This map is continually updated with the most current crimes going on
in your community. The information has several different sorting and reporting features to customize reports. Please take
care to respect the terms of its use. And the final addition of note is the new promotion videos in the resources area. Watch
them, use them, enjoy them and keep checking the Bulletin and Events board for board updates and information.
Awareness Campaign
With the increased awareness around Rural Crime in Alberta, the APRCWA undertook a major project to increase the awareness of the APRCWA. We explored several different media formats, to find the most effective way to reach out to rural Alberta. We settled on Google Ad words. Basically how it works is, when you search the internet for information and hit on certain words, such as crime prevention, RCMP and local news our campaign ad pops up
steering you to get involved and check out our website. The campaign surpassed our wildest expectations.
Our search area included all of rural Alberta, excluded Calgary and Edmonton, and consisted of roughly a
million people. For the six-month period from Jul 1 to Dec 31 we had 1,800,000 viewings
of our ad that resulted in 7600 hits to our website. Compare this to all of last year where
we had 3500 hits to our website. Going forward from here we will be incorporating our
promotional video and trailers in the ad campaign. Paramount to this campaigns success is the ability for people to reach out to associations in their area. If you don’t yet have a contact
email on the Association map, please get one to us.

Wise Owl Update—Dean Hart– Chair
Submitted by Dean Hart
This year was a bit of a turbulent year for Wise Owl, but it is back on course now. Scams and frauds are
constantly changing, we felt compelled to keep our presentation current so we set out to update it and make
it more relevant. We now have a new updated presentation with a training tutorial to help presenters with
the format. We have partnered with the Crime Prevention Centre to help administer the program and meet
our presentation goals.
We are also pleased to announce Al Ropchan, Zone 4 Director, has agreed to assume the Wise Owl Coordinator role. Al will be
working with the Crime Prevention Centre to coordinate the Wise Owl Presentations for any Groups and Member Associations
who make a request. If you have the need for a presentation in your area, please reach out to the APRCWA and we will help
facilitate this.

APRCWA Board Updates
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Insurance – Tom Finch - Chair
Submitted by the Editor
Our Insurance carrier, has completed their re-branding and are now known as RMA Insurance. At the APRCWA AGM, in February,
this year, RMA provided a report, on the requirements to be eligible for Insurance as well as a summary and clarification of the
Insurances that are included with the APRCWA Membership dues and those coverages that are optional.
Short summary of the Report:
Requirements:


Must be a legal entity to be insured under Alberta Provincial Crime Watch Association’s CGL policy.



Provide proof of legal entity with submission of Certificate of Incorporation or Renewal from Alberta Societies.

Insurance Coverages:
Comprehensive General Liability (CGL) Insurance – Third Party Coverage – Program Coverage Included in Membership Fee


Comprehensive General Liability Insurance often referred to as commercial general liability insurance, public liability
insurance business insurance, etc., is coverage that can protect you from a variety of claims including bodily injury
and property damage that arise from your operations.



It is third party coverage, not first party coverage. A volunteer or employee would be considered a first party.



CGL insurance coverage protects your organization your volunteers and employees from claims involving bodily injury or property damage, up to the limits of your policy ($5,000,000).



Having general liability insurance coverage protects your business against third-party claims of bodily injury or damage to someone else's property. However, it does not protect your own personal property.

Accidental Death & Dismemberment (AD&D) Policy – First Party Coverage – Program Coverage Optional:


Is NOT a life insurance policy.



It is first party coverage, not third-party coverage.



Accident insurance provides a limited amount of coverage for injury to a volunteer or participant (depending on the
specific coverage purchased) on a no-fault basis.



Accident insurance does not require the nonprofit to be at fault, and may apply prior to, or in excess of, an individual's health insurance policy.



To access coverage volunteer must have suffered an injury, dismemberment or death.

This is short summary of the coverages available; for full coverages, please refer to the Insurance Policy renewal document that is
sent to your Association.

REMINDER; 2020 Renewal date which is AUGUST 1, 2019.
Please have your Association renewal in on or before this date needed so that we can provide an accurate list to the Insurance
Company for renewals.
should your Membership be received past the Insurance renewal date, the Insurance Underwriter will not renew the Association’s
Policy until the next renewal year.
Please contact the APRCWA Executive to discuss., if you have questions.

APRCWA Board Updates
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Poster Contest— Patty Franchuk—Chair
Submitted by the Editor
Distribution of the Calendars changed format this year. Associations wishing to receive Calendars have emailed Patty at
aprcwa@ruralcrimewatch.ab.ca and have advised how may Calendars they required and the
best manner to ship them. This worked well this year and we will be going forward with this
format for next year’s Calendars.
Mark you Calendars :
 November 6, 2019—Deadline for 2020 Poster contest submissions is

For 2020 Poster Contest Rules and Application—go to the APRCWA Website
in the Association Section or email aprcwa@ruralcrimewatch.ab.ca to request a copy.
 In response to comments received, from Member Associations, regarding the distribution of the Calendars,

Should your Association wish to receive a supply of Calendars, please email aprcwa@ruralcrimewatch.ab.ca
with the number of boxes you would like. We will only be providing Calendars to those Member Associations that request these.
At the 2019 APRCWA Annual General Meeting, the 2019 Poster contest Winners were announced. There was a good response
from the Member Associations this year, and there was a new Member Association that submitted entries. It proved to be an interesting challenge judging the winners for this year.
Alberta Provincial Rural Crime Watch Association
2019 Poster Contest Winners
Grade 1

1st Place:

Levi Stahl – Holden Colony School - Holden, AB

2nd Place:

Zakery Hansen – Seven Persons School - Cypress County, AB

rd

Grade 2

3 Place:

Kristina Heggs – Boyle School – Boyle, AB

1st Place:

Melissa Hofer – Holden Colony School - Holden, AB

nd

Sydney Burgevitz – Seven Persons School - Cypress County, AB

rd

3 Place:

Keira Kawyuk – Andrew School – Andrew, AB

1st Place:

Samantha Warman – Light of Christ Catholic School - Lac La Biche, AB

2 Place:

Grade 3

nd

Shalayah Whiskeyjack – Vilna School - Vilna, AB

rd

3 Place:

Jillian Ball – Blueberry School – Parkland County, AB

1st Place:

Susan Stahl – Holden Colony School - Holden, AB

2 Place:

Grade 4

nd

Gavin Hamaliuk – H. A. Kostash School - Smoky Lake, AB

rd

Charlie Funk – Irvine School – Irvine, AB

2 Place:
3 Place:

Alberta Provincial Rural Crime Watch Association
2019 Poster Contest Winners— continued:

Grade 5

1st Place:
nd

Grade 6

2 Place:

Dean Splane – Boyle School – Boyle, AB

3rd Place:

Tessa Roseboom – Rimbey Christian School – Rimbey, AB

1st Place:

Claire Hickson – Namao School - Namao, AB

2nd Place:

Norah Melnyk – Innisfree Delnorte School - Innisfree, AB

rd

Grade 7

3 Place:

Jaydyn Rieger – West Haven Public School – Leduc, AB

1st Place:

Corrine Wipf – Viking Colony School - Viking, AB

nd

Grade 8

2 Place:

Annika Ferster – Blueberry School - Parkland County, AB

3rd Place:

Clare Rolleston – George H Primeau Middle School – Morinville, AB

1st Place:

Kyla Stahl – Holden Colony School - Holden, AB

nd

Grade 9

Andrea Stahl – Holden Colony School - Holden, AB

2 Place:

Anthony Stahl – Blue Sky Colony School - Drumheller, AB

3rd Place:

Kevin Micheal Tschetter – New Pine Colony School – Boyle, AB

1st Place:

Janelle Stahl – Blue Sky Colony School - Drumheller, AB

nd

Maysen Wedman – Morinville Community High School - Morinville, AB

rd

Sarah Pigeau – Blueberry School – Parkland County, AB

2 Place:
3 Place:
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2019 Annual General Meeting Report:
The Annual General Meeting of the APRCWA was held on Feb 1 & 2, 2019 at the Holiday Inn & Suites Edmonton Airport. A
total of 36 of the 58 Member Associations, were represented with approx. 120 persons in attendance. The following are a
few of the highlights of the meeting:


The Video Project is now complete and the Videos were released, to the Membership on Friday night, after the Banquet. These videos are now available on the APRCWA Website.



Partnership with the Central Alberta Crime Prevention Centre continues to be developed. They have helped to update
the Wise Owls Program .



Strategic Plan is still an important focus to keep us focused and not stray away from our mission of helping our members in their quests for crime prevention programs and materials for their community initiatives.



Roll out of the Crime Mapping program is a great leap forward in communication between the RCMP, RCWs and Alberta rural residents.



APRCWA has had the opportunity, via video conference, to appear before the House of Commons Committee to talk
about rural crime and present our position on the rise of rural crime. It was a great opportunity to provide information, on rural crime, to the federal authorities, along with other groups that were reporting to the committee.



We continue to have a great relationship with the RCMP, Farmers Advocate, Alberta Solicitor General, and Fish and
Wildlife, We are actively seeing new corporate and government sponsorship in order to meet our objectives.



The 58 Member Associations represent over 17,000 volunteers involved in the Rural Crime Watch program.



2020 Membership renewals are due August 1, 2019 . If we do not have your Membership Dues, Proof of Filing &
completed Insurance Form by August 1st, 2019 – liability insurance will be cancelled as of October 31st – Once the
liability insurance is cancelled it will not be re-instated therefore you have to wait 1 full year before you get liability
insurance & become a member of APRCWA again.



There is work being done on a Provincial Fan Out System by APRCWA, RCMP “K” Division, Alberta Citizens on Patrol and
our Webmaster. Updates will be provided as they become available.



Signage not Approved by APRCWA – the quality is not as good, and may not meet the highway standard that are set
out by Alberta Transportation, Logo is copyrighted & approval from APRCWA must be received in order to use the
logo .



A total of 3 Resolutions were received at this year’s AGM. A full copy of the Resolutions were included in the AGM
package mailed out prior to the AGM. A summary of the Resolutions is as follows:


Resolution 1—BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Alberta Provincial Rural Crime Watch Association return in the year
2020 to the usual arrangement for the annual meeting, specifically that there be registration and a meet and
greet event on the Friday night, the Symposium component of the annual meeting be held on the Saturday
morning and the Annual General Meeting be held on the Saturday afternoon and the annual meeting conclude
with a dinner for all members attending and guests Saturday evening.
Resolution Defeated



Resolution 2- BE IT RESOLVED that the Alberta Provincial Rural Crime Watch Association ensure that its' Annual
General Meeting and Symposium be organized and hosted by a local Rural Crime Watch Association and that
only in the event that no local association steps forward to organize and host the Annual General Meeting will
the Provincial Board take on the organization and hosting of this event.
A Friendly amendment was made to add the date of June 1st be added to the policy to ensure Associations
submit the application by the given deadline.
Resolution Carried
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2019 Annual General Meeting Report: - continued:




Resolution 3: BE IT RESOLVED: That Zone II recommends that all five Zones of the A.P.R.C.W.A . Forward the
Minutes of all Zone Meetings to the Provincial Board, including election results of the Zone Directors and the
Director’s contact information along with any pertinent issues brought forward as they relate to Rural Crime
Watch prior to November 15th of each year.
Resolution Carried.
Retiring Directors were presented with Certificates of Appreciation for their contribution to APRCWA. Retiring Directors
are:
 Darrel Wright, Zone 4; Marvin Annell, Zone 4; Alice McKay, Zone 3; Conrad Van Hierden, Zone 1. Tully Johnston was
also provided a Certificate of Appreciation for his work on the Video Project.



Presentations of Donations were made to APRCWA from Hillside Rural Crime Watch and Leduc Rural Crime Watch.
Funds were also presented to the APRCWA by Lacombe Red Deer/ Lacombe RCW, for the it pay forward, for AGM
Expenses to be paid to the Grande Prairie and District Rural Crime Watch Association.

Dignitaries Present at the 2019 AGM

Partners in Crime Prevention

L-R—Supt. Peter Tewfik. “K” Division; Cor De
Wit, APRCWA President; Deputy Comm. C.M.
(Curtis) Zablocki, Commanding Officer :K” Division; Insp. Richard Lyons, Alberta Fish and Wildlife Enforcement Branch.

L-R—APRCWA President—Cor De Wit;
Alberta Citizens on Patrol President—
Garth Kohlsmith; K Division Program Manager for: Crime Stoppers, Citizens on Patrol & Rural
Crime Watch - Sgt. Martin Girard.

Fish and Wildlife Officers provided a
boat load of information.

Ben Wilson
2019-2020 APRCWA Board of Directors.
Introductions in the next Edition

Videographer and Producer of
the APRCWA Videos

The Final Word
At the AGM and Symposium that was held in February, Deputy Commissioner Zablocki provided each of those in
attendance with the following letter. It sums up what we do as a team; APRCWA, our Partners, and you, our
Member Associations. Thank you for all you do and keep up the good work.
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